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Courthouse Dogs Foundation is a nonprofit organization that promotes the use of
facility dog to provide support to vulnerable people during stressful legal
proceedings. These dogs are graduates from assistance dog organization that are
members of Assistance Dogs International and they are handled by professionals
working in the legal system,

These teams primarily provide this assistance during the investigation and
prosecution of crimes and are of most help to children, who are often emotionally
traumatized by this process. Recent research conducted at a children’s hospital in
the United States showed that the presence of these facility dogs reduced stress for
children undergoing forensic interviews regarding allegations of child sexual assault.

Educating legal professionals about the benefits of including facility dogs in their
practice can be challenging. Judges and defense attorneys are concerned that the
presence of a facility dog in the witness box could unfairly prejudice the jury against
the defendant. Court and office administrators worry about allergies, fear of dogs
and potential liability issues due the presence of the dog in the workplace. And then
there is the question of how and where a legal professional can obtain a facility dog
that would suit their purpose.

Over the past ten years Courthouse House Dogs Foundation has been instrumental in
the placement of over 100 facility dogs in the legal system. Here is how we do it.



PLANNING for your Courthouse Dog” Program.

How do we get a dog
to help the vuinerable
people we serve?

Ask basic questions,
How does this work?
Who should be the handler?
Where do we get the dog?

How much i this going
to cost?

Who do we need to convince
that this will work?

How will we do that?

What about allergies
in the office?

Many questions depending
on the agency,

Where should we apply
for & dog?

Speak at conferences to
educate legal professionals,

Maintain up-to-date website
about best practices.

Breeding and training great
assistance dogs.

Puppy is bom,

Puppy is with mother and
littermates first 8 weoks of life,
with lots of special handling.

B

Provide detailed information
about the sccredited
assistance dog schools that
can provide the dog.

.
Puppy moves to puppy

raising program, typically
either a family or prison.

-
Puppy is socialized to many

people and interesting

onvironments.

Early obedience training of
puppy by puppy raisers
for about 18 months.

Around 18 months of age,
puppy enters advanced
training, and begins to be
trained daily by professional
assistance dog trainers,




PREPARING for a Courthouse Dog

Apply to accradited assistance
dog organization for dog.

R

Wait for application to be
accepted. This can take
up to 6 months.
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Final proparation for
beginning of program.
Educate alf staff members.

Consultants come to agen
for two days of lnlmng and
technical assistance. Educote

judges, am:nvva,. victim

v
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forensic interviewaers.
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LAUNCHING of successful Courthouse D

Dog lives with handler and
goes to work with handler
ovory day.

i Continue to provide guidance
and act as resource for agency.

B part of k of
handlers providing information .Ol'.Q...!I.....'l...'...l.'l...-ll,
for legal professionals who Provide continuing aversight
want to start programs. of dog/handler team.
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“ Program.

Receive spplication and
begin to evaluate,

Continuing training of dogs on
skills needed in their work.
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APPROVED

Application is approved and

agency ks put on waiting list

for dog. This waiting period
can be up to u year.

Invite handler to team training
when best dog is selected
for placement.

Team training - handler is
matched with dog and
leams to handle dog.

og” Program.
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